INFORMATION ABOUT THE

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM (Section 8)

For LBJ Residents


Overview

· Also known as “Section 8” Program
· Federal rental assistance program (also called housing subsidy).
· Allows low-income families to rent housing in the private market.  
· Pays a portion of a families’ rent each month directly to the property owner or manager.  
· Vouchers can be used to rent an apartment from private landlords in Cambridge, another town or state.  

Approximately 15 vouchers will be available to L.B. Johnson residents who would like to move during construction.
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Vouchers cover part of the monthly rent for privately-owned apartments. If accepted, your household pays a portion of the rent and utilities and the voucher covers the rest.  
The program does not place exact limits on the amount of rent a landlord can charge, but rents must be comparable to similar units in the same area.

In general, households pay at least 30%—but no more than 40%—of monthly adjusted income for rent and utilities. (You may pay more than 40 percent of your income after the first year.)  Monthly adjusted income is your household's gross income, after certain deductions and allowances.  The calculation is the same as used during your rent calculation at L.B. Johnson Apartments.
Cambridge Housing Authority’s Voucher Payment Standards set the maximum amount the agency will pay for your rent and utilities. Voucher payment standards are not the maximum rent landlords can charge or the subsidy that you receive. Listed below are the agency's voucher payment standards for 2/1/2010 until 1/31/2011:

	Number of bedrooms
	Voucher payment standard

	Studio
	$1,220

	1
	$1,362


If rent plus utilities is higher than the voucher payment standard, you may pay the difference, as long as the total amount paid for rent plus utilities is not more than 40% of your monthly adjusted income during the first year.
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A voucher-holder may sign a lease and rent a unit from any landlord eligible to participate in the program.  The unit can be in Cambridge, another town or another state.  
The initial term of the lease is generally 12 months. In most cases, landlords use the same lease for voucher-assisted tenants as other market-rate tenants. 

Ten steps must be completed to use a voucher to relocate from L.B. Johnson Apartments:

1. Inform the CHA that you wish to move from LBJ Apartments using a Section 8 voucher.

2. CHA provides you with additional details regarding the program, and issues a voucher certificate in your name.

3. Find a suitable unit.
4. Give required documents to the landlord.
5. The landlord completes and returns the documents to you.
6. The documents are reviewed and tenancy is approved.
7. CHA inspects the unit.
8. The unit passes inspection.
9. You and the landlord sign and return all necessary forms to CHA.
10. CHA schedules your move.
Reviews & Inspections
Once a year, the CHA checks to make sure that participating households are still eligible for the voucher program and recalculates the amount of voucher assistance they receive. The agency checks the household's income, family composition, and immigration status.  If any of these items change, the voucher amount is adjusted accordingly.
Cambridge Housing Authority also inspects each subsidized unit at least once a year to ensure compliance with Housing Quality Standards. The annual inspection generally takes place at the same time as the annual review. The unit must pass the inspection for voucher assistance to continue.
Moving
After your initial lease term expires, you can move to a new unit.  However, you must re-submit income and household information to the CHA and receive a new voucher for the new unit.
Questions:  Please contact Allison Lynch, Planning & Development, CHA: 617-520-6259
Page 1 of 2

